
Ryusuke Numajiri Conductor

Short time after finishing his studies Ryusuke Numajiri was one of the most coveted conductor in Japan. As
youngest conductor of the Japan Shinsei Symphony Orchestra (1993 - 1998) he undertook an extraordinary
successful touring through Europe. In the same year he founded the Tokyo Mozart Player with whom he
rocorded all Beethoven Symphonies. From 1999 – 2003 Ryusuke Numajiri was Principal Conductor of the
Tokyo Philhamonic Orchestra as welll as from 2003 – 2006 Chief Conductor of the Nagoya Philharmonic
Orchestra. Since 2003 he is Principal Conductor of the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra. At the Expo 2005 in
Nagoya he was been merited extraordinary with Schönberg’s Gurrelieder. 2006 he was named Principal
Guest Conductor of the Nagoya Philharmonic. Since 2007 he holds the position as Music Director of Biwako
Opera Japan. From 2008 on he will be Principal Guest Conductor of Osaka Century Orchestra.

In the west Ryusuke Numajiri was catapulted in the front line of attention when he won 1990 the 40th
International Besancon Conductor’s Competition. Since then he is a permanent guest in worldwide leading
orchestras as London Symphony Orchestra, Deutsches Symphonie Orchester Berlin, Orchestra Sinfonica
di Milano "Giuseppe Verdi", Orchestre du Capitole de Toulouse, Düsseldorfer Symphoniker, Staatskapelle
Weimar, China Philharmonic Orchestra, Wiener Kammerorchester and Northern Sinfonia.
Ryusuke Numajiri’s special interest is to introduce the audience in new repertoire. Out of this passion he
conducted Philip Glass’ Peace Symphony for the first time, Busoni’s Piano Concerto and Doktor Faustus,
Zemlinsky’s Der Zwerg , Schönberg’s Notturno, Toru Takemitsu’s Spectral Canticle, as well as works by
Messiaen, Andriessen, Górecki, Ligeti, Lutoslawski, Berio, Dutilleux, Xenakis, Birtwistle, Matthews and Ichiro
Nodaira in Japan which assured him appreciation by some composers for his „impeccable interpretation“ .
His touring with the Nagoya Philharmonic Orchestra, 2004, when he brought Takemitsu’s Ceremonial and
Messiaen’s Turangalila Symphony into European venues he was vehemently acclaimed by the press.
Since his debut as opera conductor, 1997, with Mozart’s Die Entführung aus dem Serail, Ryusuke Numajiri
led various productions, among them Strawinsky’s Le Rossignol, Zemlinsky’s Eine florentinische Tragödie,
Mozart’s Idomeneo , Britten’s The Little Sweep, Richard Strauss' Der Rosenkavalier, Berg’s Lulu and Krenek’s
Jonny spielt auf at the Oper Köln. 2007 he had his debut at the Bayerische Staatsoper with the ballett premiere
of Mahler’s Das Lied von der Erde and John Adams' Chamber Symphony. Future enagagements will follow
with the Norddeutschen Philharmonie, Jenaer Philharmonie, NHK Symphony, Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony,
Osaka Philharmonic, Yomiuri Nippon Symphony etc. as well as at the Biwako Oper with the new production
of Der Rosenkavalier Salome, Turandot and Le Nozze di Figaro at the New National Theatre Tokyo.
His discography include recordings of the Gubaidulina Cello Conzerto with the London Symphony Orchestra
and Mstislav Rostropowitsch for EMI Classics, works by Toru Takemitsu with the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony
Orchestra for Denon (3 CDs), Messiaen’s Turangalila Symphonie with the Japan Philharmonic Symphony
for Exton and Japanese Orchestral Favourites with the Tokyo Metropolitan Symphony for Naxos.
Ryusuke Numajiri studied at the reputated Toho Gakuen School of Music in piano and conductiung with Seiji
Ozawa and Tadaaki Otaka and at the Universität der Künste in Berlin.
Ryusuke Numajiri lives in Tokyo and Berlin.

Ryusuke Numajiri’s interpretation of the "Lyrischen Sinfonie"
by Zemlinsky with the Japan Philharmonic Symphony

Orchestra was the best. The remarkable dynamic
expression of his conducting created sounding mental

emotions. He showed a lively demonstration – mystic and
senseful.
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