
Nicholas Milton Conductor

General Music Director of the Jena Philharmonic Orchestra (Germany) since 2004, Nicholas Milton has
established a reputation as one of the leading Australian conductors of his generation. In addition to his
position in Germany, Nicholas Milton is Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of the Canberra Symphony
Orchestra and also currently Chief Conductor of the Willoughby Symphony Orchestra (Sydney). His
appearances on stage have drawn praise for their strong conviction. The immediacy of his rapport and
engagement with orchestral players has delighted musicians and audiences alike.

Nicholas Milton has conducted orchestras across Germany, Austria, Finland, Slovenia and Croatia. Important
forthcoming highlights include his United Kingdom debut with the London Philharmonic and performances
with the orchestras of Hannover, Wiesbaden, Konzerthaus Berlin and Philharmonic Orchestra of Nice. He
served as Chief Conductor and Artistic Director of the Dubrovnik Symphony Orchestra from 2000-2004,
made his United States debut in 2005 with the Phoenix Symphony, and appeared with the China National
Symphony Orchestra in Beijing in 2006. His Australian conducting engagements continue to include
appearances with all of the country’s major orchestras.

Nicholas Milton is a devoted interpreter of opera, and served as Artistic Director of the Bel Canto Opera
Company of South Australia from 2000-2003. His performance of Don Giovanni received superb reviews.
He conducted La Bohème, Barber of Seville, La Traviata, Il Trovatore, Carmen, L’elisir d’amore and Don
Pasquale. Other opera credits include Le Nozze di Figaro, Humperdinck’s Hänsel und Gretel and Johann
Strauss‘ Die Fledermaus with the Jena Philharmonic and the Hochschule für Musik Weimar. In 2007 he
conducted Franz Schmidt’s masterpiece, The Book with Seven Seals, at the German National Theatre
Weimar.

An advocate for contemporary Australian orchestral music, Milton this season conducts the Canberra
Symphony in the Australian premiere of Peter Sculthorpe’s new version of Memento Mori, as well as European
premieres of works by Graeme Koehne, Elena Kats-Chernin, Carl Vine, and Matthew Hindson. Forthcoming
highlights include the European premiere of Hindson’s The Rave and the Nightingale for string quartet and
orchestra, and performances of works by Nigel Westlake, Ross Edwards, Graeme Koehne and Richard
Meale.

His discography includes the best-selling opera highlights CD “Enchanting” with the Adelaide Symphony
Orchestra and a disc of Australian Romantic works with the Tasmanian Symphony Orchestra both for ABC
Classics apart from solo and chamber music recordings for the Naxos label and ABC Classics.

Nicholas Milton studied Conducting with Jorma Panula (Sibelius Academy, Finland), Otto Werner Müller
(Juilliard School), Michael Charry (Mannes College of Music, New York), and Maurice Peress (City University
of New York). He won the 1999 Symphony Australia Young Conductor of the Year Competition and was a
prizewinner in the 1999 Lovro von Matacic International Conductors’ Competition. Originally a violinist,
Nicholas Milton graduated from the Sydney Conservatorium of Music. He continued his studies at Michigan
State University, Boston University, and holds Master’s degrees in Violin, Orchestral Conducting, Music
Theory, and Philosophy, and a Doctoral degree in Music from the City University of New York.

He was Concertmaster of the Adelaide Symphony Orchestra from 1996-2002 and Violinist with Macquarie
Trio Australia from 1998-2005. In 2003, Nicholas Milton was awarded the Australian Centenary Medal, for
Service to Australian Society and the Advancement of Music.
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In Strauss' Don Juan Nicholas Milton was a seducer
with the baton, who splendidly juggled with timbres and

who entrained the Dortmund Philharmonic with his
great radiation as well as the audience.
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