
Barnabás Kelemen Violin

As one of the most exceptional talents of violin of his generation Barnabás Kelemen has already
captured the attention of the music world.  He is appearing regularly as a concerto soloist, recitalist,
and chamber musician at many of the world's major musical venues and festivals. He has toured
with huge success at the Concertgebouw Amsterdam, Wigmore Hall London and the Carnegie
Hall.
In addition to having performed with all the major orchestras in Hungary, Barnabás Kelemen has
also collaborated with the Munich Philharmonic, Orchestre National de Belgique, Flemish Radio
Orchestra, Netherlands Radio Philharmonic, Mozarteum Orchester, Lahti Symphony, Royal Liverpool
Philharmonic, Indianapolis Symphony under the baton of Lorin Maazel, Sir Neville Marriner, Eiji
Oue, Dennis Russell Davies, Christian Arming, Rumon Gamba, Peter Eötvös and Zoltán Kocsis.
In 2007/08 Barnabás Kelemen is invited to play with the Rundfunk Sinfonieorchester Berlin,
Staatsorchester Mainz, Staatskapelle Halle, Konzert und Theater St. Gallen, Noord Nederlands
Orkest,  Niedersächsische Musiktage, Kennedy Center Washington D.C. etc.
His discography include the Bartók Solo Sonata and Duos for two violins with Katalin Kokas for
BMC Records, works by Ravel, Bartók, Liszt and Sarasate with Péter Nagy for Naxos as well as
numerous recordings for Hungaroton. The Complete Works for Violin and Piano by Franz Liszt for
Hungaroton with Gergely Bogányi won the Grand Prix du Disque 2001 of the International Liszt
Society. His recording of the Brahms Sonatas for Violin and Piano for Hungaroton with Tamás
Vásáry won the Diapason d’Or.
The young violinist is prize winner of multitudinous international eminently respectable competitions
such as the Queen Elizabeth Competition 2001 in Brussels. In 2002 he won the First Prize at the
International Violin Competition Indianapolis. In recognition of his achievements Barnabás Kelemen
received the Sándor Vegh Prize 2001 as well as the Franz Liszt Prize 2003 and the Rózsavölgyi
Prize 2003 by the Hungarian Government.
Born in Budapest in 1978 Barnabás Kelemen entered the Franz Liszt Music Academy at the age
of 11. Barnabás Kelemen has participated in master classes with Isaac Stern, György Kurtág,
Thomas Zehetmair and much more.  Since 2005 Barnabás Kelemen is professor at the Franz Liszt
Music Academy Budapest and teaches regularly as a guest professor at the Bloomington Indiana
University.
He performs on a Guarneri del Gesú violin of 1742 (ex Dénes Kovács)  which he received from
the State of Hungary.

Season 2007/08

Barnabás Kelemen has an extremely rich palette of
energetic brilliant colours. He played the adagio
movements cantabile and interpreted them like

introverted points of rest. The final movements are
completely power and vivacity culminating in a spraying

firework of virtuosity.
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